MATCH REPORT
13/07/2008
Port Vs  Central
At Port Pirie
REPORT:
This was always going to be a tough game with Centrals starting to hit good form.  We were without many of our starting lineup but still fielded a good side.  The conditions were very windy and Luey won the toss and we started with the breeze.  We began with Sykes up forward which proved effective as he kicked the first goal within 30 seconds.  We were getting plenty of the ball and creating many chances but we were again missing opportunities with 5 points.  Our pressure was inconsistent and we were lazy with our manning up.  This allowed Centrals to also create chances.  However at quarter time we held a good lead with Port 5.5 to 2.2. 

From here it was all Central as they dominated in all facets of the game.  During the second quarter we only managed 3 points.  We were chasing Guernseys as our manning up was very poor.  We were very disappointing with our pressure and our skill errors were very high ie dropping marks, poor kicks, kick ins.  We tried to slow their attack by dropping a player loose but this proved to have little impact.  Our backline was under constant pressure.  Smiley was again doing a fantastic job on the dangerous Ruffles and he was well supported by Hall, Luteria and Lynch.  Smith, Kendall, Tom Clarke and Phillips were having good games.

We were playing bad but surprisingly we were only 4 points down at half time.  Clarke after a selfless and courages act was injured and was to have no further part in the game.

We had the breeze during the third quarter but wasted the ball kicking high to a contest.  After working on delivery into the forward line during the week, this showed a lack of thought when we had possession.  Treloar was outnumbered on numerous occasions but we continued to kick to him high in the air.  We again wasted opportunities kicking 1 goal 5 points.  This was a very disappointing quarter.

We started the last quarter very well kicking the first two goals and getting back into the game.  We were showing some fight and got within 2 pts.  But then Centrals consolidated kicking 3 goals in the last 5 minutes.  The 19 point final scoreline was flattering as we did not deserve to win the game.  

This was certainly a reality check.  We certainly do not accept any loss but we learn from them.  We have deficiencies and we will work on them.  We now turn our attention to another big game when we come up against West in Port Augusta.

FINAL SCORE:

Central 
2-2 
6-6 
9-9 
13-11 
89
Port 
5-5 
5-8 
6-13 
9-16 
70
FINAL THOUGHTS:

· Lack of  pressure around the ground and in forward line – man on man very poor

· Disappointing 1% ers count with 32 tackles only 2 shepherds and 28 blocks  lowest for the year

· Very fumbly dropping marks. High skill errors. Poor decision making 

· Poor kick ins and we got smashed in the clearances in the centre and around the ground

· Did not play a team game- too many individuals

· Outstanding effort from Smiley – one handed pickup with an effective checksider pass a highlight
AREAS TO WORK ON:

· Accuracy in front of goals.

· Man on man

· Delivery into the forward line

· Playing as a team
GAME STATS SUMMARY:

	TACKLES
	SHEPHERDS
	BLOCKS(smothers)
	CLEARANCES

	32 (-27)
	2 (-25)
	28  (-8)
	PORT
	South

	
	
	
	8
	13


INDIVIDUAL PLAYER STATS:

	PLAYER
	TACKLES
	SHEPHERDS
	SMOTHERS

	C.Stevens
	4
	
	7

	T.Hall
	5
	
	2


