MATCH REPORT
18/04/2008
Port Vs  Sollies
At Port Pirie
REPORT:
With many changes from last year this was a real test to see how our team will shape up for this year.  In front of a great crowd and excellent conditions for football the game started at a busy pace.  Solly seemed to jump out the blocks better and were getting there hands on the ball first.  We were chasing guernseys and Solly had full momentum.  They dominated clearances all around the ground and went into the first change 5 goals to 2.  Luteria was working hard to make a contest against a taller and more experienced ruckmen but our onballers were unable to read the ball effectively.  The second quarter was slightly better but we were unable to cut the deficit and by half time we were still 3 goals down.  They continued to win the ball at the stoppages which was a reflection of our poor pressure.  During this quarter we only managed 5 effective tackles!!!!  Furthermore the ball was coming out of our forward line too easy and our manning up was disappointing.  Clarke and Feathers were playing well and our backline was holding up strong.   

 

The second half saw a change in attitude, effort and pressure and the momentum started to change in our favour.  Some positional moves proved effective with Hall tagging Bearman, Parrish in the ruck and Luteria back in defence.  Hall in his first game showed how to play tight man on man footy.  The big turning point was our pressure with an outstanding 19 effective tackles compared to 15 for the whole first half.  Our onballers were starting to combine well and we were moving the ball quickly and effectively to our forward line.  We completely dominated this quarter with 6 goals to there 1 point.  Kendall, Coombe , Waters, Penny were having an impact,  our whole backline led by Lynch was solid and our forward line was accurate in front of goals.

 

We ran out the final quarter well and our fitness proved to be a major asset.  We continued to apply pressure and our goals continued to flow.  Mudgy was a focal point up front and he finished with 4.  After a very slow start it was pleasing to see how we responded.  We became accountable and we were relentless in our pressure.  We certainly have some areas to work on but we displayed positive signs.

FINAL SCORE:

Port 
2-1 
5-4 
11-5 
15-8 
98
Sollies 
5-1 
8-1 
8-2 
9-5 
59
FINAL THOUGHTS:

· In the first half we were second to the ball and our pressure was poor.

· We wasted possession allowing them to attack on our turnovers in particular out of the forward line

· Around the ground we were beaten at stoppages

· We responded well and improved our tackling

AREAS TO WORK ON:

· Forward line.  Work hard to get to fall of ball.  Apply more pressure to keep ball in area

· Need to look at our work around the ground and at stoppages around the ground.

· Must learn to play man on man.  Need to be more disciplined to do this.

· Need to be desperate, show aggression, apply pressure

· Need to use ball to our strengths.  Kick quick and long

GAME STATS SUMMARY:

	TACKLES
	SHEPHERDS
	BLOCKS(smothers)
	CLEARANCES

	43
	16
	22
	PORT
	SOLLY

	 
	 
	 
	12
	15


INDIVIDUAL PLAYER STATS:

	PLAYER
	TACKLES
	SHEPHERDS
	SMOTHERS

	M.Cox
	6
	 
	2

	T.Clarke
	5
	3
	2

	A.Waters
	6
	2
	1

	M.Cox
	6
	 
	2


