MATCH REPORT
31/05/2008
Port Vs  West
At Port Pirie
REPORT:
  Top of the table clash with the two best sides in the SGL.  The game started with West the more committed side.  They scored very early and then gained momentum and we found ourselves chasing guernseys.  Players were not checked and the delivery into Page was unstoppable.  Our pressure was very poor and our willingness to get the hard ball was disappointing.  We did not make a contest and we appeared to be very hesitant. Our backline was under constant pressure with Macca, Smiley and Luey working hard.   Normy was doing his best to keep us in the game while Clarke and Feathers were trying hard.  
The feeling was much the same in the second quarter.  However the onballers were starting to get there hands on the ball.  We were getting the ball forward only to see it come out with ease.  We suffered injuries to Mudgy and Flemo which changed our structure.  The first half was a terrible team effort which saw us trailing by 34 points.  
We regrouped and demanded an improved effort with a strong focus on accountability and pressure.  Penny went on to the ball, Treloar to forward pocket and Luteria to CHB.  Penny made and instant impact and was combining well with Clarke.  Burf was now controlling the ruck and we were getting to the ball first.  Our pressure had improved with a greater desire to get the ball and tackling was now proving effective.  Willo was a presence up forward and was working hard and was well supported by Parrish, Coombe and Treloar.  
By three quarter time we had reduced the margin to only eight points.  We were playing the Bulldog brand of football that is expected and we had now gained momentum.
The final quarter was fantastic.  We were fired up and everyone was contributing.  Burf, Waters,  Normy and Feathers were playing well along with Clarke and Penny continuing there good work.  Treloar was dangerous and proved to be the difference with seven goals.  We kicked eight straight goals including one long bomb from Penny.  The deficit had been turned into a pleasing 19 point win.  We ran the game out very well showing superior fitness and a greater desire to get the ball.  We now hold a two game break on top spot and looking to increase this in the coming weeks.
FINAL SCORE:

Port 
2-2
 5-7 
11-11 
19-11 
125
West 
6-2 
11-5 
13-7 
16-12 
108
FINAL THOUGHTS:

· Very poor first half. Pleasing second half 

· Our pressure early was disappointing. We lacked accountability. WE WERE SOFT.

· Early we got beaten at centre bounces and stoppages

· Started the second half with better attitude.  We increased our desire to get he ball

· Penny’s impact when he went on the ball.  He used the quick kick effectively

AREAS TO WORK ON:

· We need to shut down our opponents when teams get a run on

· To work on consistency.  Playing four quarters

· We must always to apply relentless pressure especially early-tackles, smothers shepherds

· To accept responsibility and take control of situations

· Accountability and discipline – man on man, stoppages 

GAME STATS SUMMARY:

	TACKLES
	SHEPHERDS
	BLOCKS(smothers)
	CLEARANCES

	50  (+13)
	28 (+10)
	17  (-1)
	PORT
	West

	
	
	
	21
	18


INDIVIDUAL PLAYER STATS:

	PLAYER
	TACKLES
	SHEPHERDS
	SMOTHERS

	B. Luteria
	6
	3
	

	M.Kendall
	5
	3
	2

	T.Hall
	3
	1
	2

	B. Luteria
	6
	3
	


